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About
The UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and Development, created in 
2002 and the Visual Health Observatory, formed in 2003 as a 
Non Governmental Organization tied to the Chair, work towards 
a common strategic goal: that the most vulnerable groups and 
people have access to visual health care and the improvement in 
the quality of that care.

To reach this goal, we work in the areas of Education, Coopera-
tion, Research and Sensitization. We intervene by creating proj-
ects that aim to support public education, contributing in the 
creation of public policy legislation that improves visual health 
service, strengthening the coordination of actors and implement-
ing prevention and sensitization activities in visual health and 
development.

Both entities work with a participatory and integrative method 
that is directed to sustainable development. This focus, as well 
as other social values like gender equality and corporate social 
responsibility, is used transversally for all of our projects.
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The team
Anna Rius Ulldemolins: Coordinator 
Laura Guisasola València: Coordinator
Astrid Villalobos: Director of the Central American Associated 
Center in El Salvador
Janet Leasher: Director of the North American Associated Cen-
ter in Fort Lauderdale
Martha Liliana Hernández: Director of the South American As-
sociated Center in Colombia
Norma Martínez: Communication Specialist and Resource
Manager
Laia Ollé: Researcher
Arantxa Martínez: Specialist in Corporate Social Responsibility 
and Coordinator of the Area of Sensitization 
Maria Cilleros: Cooperation Specialist for Central America up to 
October 2008 
Sophia Lamsiyah: Cooperation Specialist for South America
Joaquim Rius: Researcher
Sergio Latorre: Cooperation Specialist for Central America since 
November 2008 
Bessy Yesenia Martínez: Secretary of the Central American As-
sociated Center
Ada Rut Membreño: Researcher
Katya Gutiérrez: Cooperation Specialist at the Central American 
Associated Center in El Salvador
Lorena Quiñones: Specialist in Education
Mª José Muñoz: Collaborator for sensitization in Barcelona
Patricia Montañez: Secretary of the South American Associated 
Center
Adam Lang: Translator
Montserrat Centelles: Administrative
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Areas/Departments
The main office of the UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and Devel-
opment is on the campus of the Polytechnic University of Cata-
lonia in Terrassa and the Visual Health Observatory is located in 
Barcelona.

The associated centers of the UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and 
Development act as regional activity centers. They are university 
based, coordinated by a professor of the host university and de-
velop the training, research and cooperation programs of the Chair 
for their region. There are currently three associated centers and 
in the future other centers may be established according to areas 
considered to be priorities (Africa, Asia and Eastern Europe).

The associated centers in operation are:

CENTRAL AMERICA ASSOCIATED CENTER (CAC)
Facultad de Medicina, Universidad El Salvador 
Final 25 Avenida Norte, Ciudad Universitaria 
San Salvador, El Salvador, C.A. 
Telefax: (503) 22251500 ext. 4217
Coordinator:
Astrid Villalobos (astidvi2002@yahoo.es)

NORTH AMERICA ASSOCIATED CENTER (NAC)
Nova Southeastern University College of Optometry 
3200 South University Drive #1488 
Fort Lauderdale, FL 33328 United States of America 
Telephone: (954) 262-1488 Fax: (954) 262-1818 
Coordinator:
Janet L. Leasher (leasher@nova.edu)

SOUTH AMERICA ASSOCIATED CENTER (SAC)
Facultad de Optometría. Universidad Santo Tomás
Cra.18 nº 9-27
Bucaramanga. Colombia
PBX: 6711345 ext.216-260
Coordinator:
Martha Liliana Hernández (mlilianah@gmail.com)

Projects:

An explanation of each can be found in the corresponding sec-
tion:
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Areas / Departments

AREA CAC (CENTRAL AMERICAN ASSOCIATED CENTER) CAS (SOUTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATED CENTER) CAN (NORTH AMERICAN ASSOCIATED CENTER)

RESEARCH

Formation of the VERAS
Researchers Network 

RE-SAVIM Central America
(Review and update the 2004 SAVIM
study - Global Visual Care System)

1st Study of the impact of the “Yo quiero
ver bien para tener un futuro mEjor”
sensitization campaign in Central America

Formation of the VERAS
Researchers Network

CSR (Corporate Social
Responsibility)

WHO: The Global Burden
of Disease

COOPERATION

Phase II VERAS results (2007-2008)

Implementation VERAS Phase III

Social Organizations
in Central America (2008-2009) 

II Strategic Plan for Visual Health
in Central America

Regional Strategic Plan
(Network of Actors)

SAVIM (Global Visual Care
System) in South America

Publication of the Final Report on
Visual Health in South America

Organization of the I South
American Visual Health Forum

Visual Health and Development
Course

Support the Implementation of
VERAS phase III Costa Rica

EDUCATION

Introduction of the Visual Health component
in degree programs at the Faculty of
Medicine of the University of El Salvador 

Training in development cooperation
for visual health actors (Diploma)

Visual Health and Development
Course

SENSITIZATION CSR (Corporate
Social Responsibility)

Continuing Education
in Central America

V2020 Program (IAPB)
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Development Cooperation
VERAS Project:

The VERAS project aims to lay the foundation for a primary care 
model in visual health, with a community focus integrally linked 
with education, through research and community development. 
The premise of the project is that local human resources are op-
timized and empowered in order to improve school performance 
through the early detection and treatment of visual health prob-
lems in schoolchildren.

The implementation model for the VERAS project has the follow-
ing phases:

Phase I: Sensitization and prevention campaign in visual health 
directed at education and health workers, social leaders, par-
ents and children at the schools in participating municipalities.

Phase II: Capacity building for education and health workers, 
mothers and fathers to detect childhood visual health problems.

Phase III: Performing detection, diagnosis, treatment and im-
proving visual health problems in schoolchildren.

Phase IV: Consolidation of a network of local visual health 
actors.

The execution of each phase requires the direct participation of 
the following institutions at the local level:

The Ministry of Public Health and Social Assistance through 
the primary care health network that is made up of the health 
units in the participating municipalities; and the direct partic-
ipation of secondary and tertiary care levels through national 
hospitals.

The Ministry of Education through the Education Departments 
that manage and coordinate the schools which participate in 
the project.

The University of El Salvador through the Faculty of Medi-
cine, where the Central American Associated Center of Visual 
Health and Development is located as well as the participation 
of the faculty in the visual health project.

8
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VERAS Phase II results (2007-2008)

Phase II of VERAS has been developed in the departments of Cha-
latenango (pilot project) and La Libertad. Based on the evaluation 
of the pilot project, in La Libertad materials for the “Yo quiero ver 
bien para tener un futuro mejor (I want to see well in order to 
have a better future)” sensitization campaign were revised and 
a higher quantity was produced. Also, all staff implicated in the 
project, from teachers to health personnel, were trained.

During the second phase of VERAS, while implementing the proj-
ect in La Libertad, a new visual health clinic was opened in the 
National Hospital of San Rafael in order to attend to schoolchil-
dren from the region’s schools and to decentralize health care.

At this time, the project is processing and evaluating data.

Implementation of VERAS Phase III (2008-2009)

Phase 3 plans to strengthen VERAS in the municipalities where 
it is already in place and to extend it to 8 municipalities in the 
department of Morazán. The project also will develop in the de-
partments of Granada (Nicaragua) and Sololá (Guatemala) and at 
the national level in Costa Rica.

In the case of Costa Rica it is important to comment that the 
implementation of VERAS is the direct result of a petition by the 
Minster of Health and it will be implemented directly by the min-
istry with our advice and training. A delegation from Costa Rica is 
scheduled to travel to El Salvador during the first quarter of 2009 
in order to visit the project in action.

45,000 schoolchildren in El Salvador will be examined and the 
1200 educators and 330 health promoters who will do the follow 
up will be trained. The doctors in charge of the health units will 
intervene in the process in order to care for schoolchildren who 
need further attention. A visual health center in San Francisco 
Gotera (Morazán) will be equipped as well as an optician with 
a lens lab in the city of San Salvador. In parallel, the Ministry of 
Health will create a public post for an ophthalmologist.

VERAS is benefiting from the current development policies of the 
government of El Salvador, which has an open attitude towards 
development cooperation projects. The government is completely 
collaborating with the project, through the actions of the SIBASI 
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(Ministry of Health) and the Departments of Education (Ministry of 
Education) facilitating the implementation of the project by dedi-
cating human resources and monitoring the actions. This gives the 
VERAS project a large degree of sustainability in the country which 
will allow it to grow and increase its geographic reach.

Social Organizations in Central America

One of the working philosophies of the Chair and Observatory 
is that of working in network with different visual health actors 
as key pieces of projects, from research to cooperation, training, 
etc… In this manner the Central American Associated Center is 
implementing a project for a Social Organizations Network (NGOs, 
churches, foundations, etc…) and which had already formed a 
solid structure in 2008. This network will create synergies and 
unite forces in favor of a common effort that will improve the 
effectiveness of the existing scarce resources. 

This Network has also facilitated research on the degree and qual-
ity of training in cooperation available in Central America. The 
resulting report has revealed relevant data regarding the scarcity 
of such training and as a result we can focus on a new challenge, 
consisting of introducing this kind of training to the region. 

The coordination of actors in Central America is being worked on 
within the framework of a Strategic Plan that marks the plan of 
action in the region. In 2008, after the evaluation of the I Stra-
tegic Plan 2004-2008, the actors edited a II Strategic Plan 2009-
2013 which reinforced the idea of working in network, beginning 
with education. 

The local actors defined strategic lines for the next 4 years (2009-
2013). Tools (courses, assessment, teaching material) will be pro-
vided to local organizations so that they will have the capacity 
to formulate, manage and self-evaluate projects that are focused 
around cooperation and development as marked in the Second 
Strategic Plan. These projects will be monitored and the coordi-
nation between the different agents will be strengthened with 
actions such as the creation and development of National Vision 
2020 Committees.

II Strategic Plan for Visual Health in Central America

The definition of the second Strategic Plan for Visual Health in Cen-
tral America for 2009-2013 comes from the updating of the SAVIM 
report that was done between 2002 and 2004 and which includes 
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an evaluation of the first Strategic Plan to identify the strengths 
and weaknesses, and evaluate to what extent the Strategic Plan has 
served to modify the state of visual health in the region. 

Based on this evaluation and within the framework of the Visual 
Health Forum that will be held in June 2009 in San Salvador, the lo-
cal actors, who are the leaders of the process, will reach a consen-
sus on the II Strategic Plan which they will use to develop their own 
projects to structurally improve visual health in Central America.

In order to guarantee the realization of coherent and quality ac-
tions with the Strategic Plan, actors will be trained: training in Co-
operation and Primary Care in Visual Health with a focus on public 
health. An expert in cooperation will provide courses and materi-
als on the theory of cooperation, project design, management and 
evaluative justification. The first phase will aim to prepare the ac-
tors to be able to carry out their own projects while guaranteeing 
project quality and the autonomy of the organizations.

The second phase of the program will consist of a call for proposals 
that will allow local entities to present projects that must reflect 
the conditions in the Strategic Plans and where coherency, the in-
stitutional capacity and the objectives will be valued and assessed 
and actions that can be developed jointly with more than one en-
tity will be identified.

Once the requirements of the call for proposals have been pub-
lished there will be a period to submit projects. The projects se-
lected will receive economic support and assessment and during 
the third year of the program the actions will be implemented with 
monitoring by the CAC and the Visual Health Observatory.

The strategy can by summed up by the following timeline:

Year 1: Training actions for local actors and updating of SAV-
IM study.

Year 2: Training actions for local actors, publication of Report 
on Visual Health in Central America, elaboration of II Strategic 
Plan, call for proposals and selection of projects and local ac-
tors begin development of projects.

Year 2 and 3: Development of projects by local actors, along 
with assessment and ongoing training by CAC and the Visual 
Health Observatory.

Development Cooperation
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This methodology was chosen as it was considered necessary to 
have a prior process of capacity building and empowerment of lo-
cal actors in order to guarantee that actions are adapted to the real 
needs of the zone as well being sustainable and autonomous.

I Regional Strategic Plan (PER) in South America and Net-
work of Actors

As a result of the I South American Forum in Bogota during the 
month of November 2008, the main local visual health actors 
that participated in the SAVIM South America 2008 research 
elaborated the lines of a Regional Strategic Plan through a par-
ticipatory and consensual process, with the goal of ensuring that 
vulnerable populations have access to visual health care.

While the PER is the common framework for ten countries in 
South America (Chile, Peru, Ecuador, Venezuela, Colombia, Brazil, 
Uruguay, Paraguay, Bolivia and Argentina), the specific conditions 
in each implies the need to adopt Local Strategic Plans (PEL). 

With the perspective of strengthening the action capacity of the 
local visual health actors, we consider that their participation is 
crucial in the design and implementation of the PEL. To do this 
we plan to work on national level coordination that will be set 
up around sectoral encounters (NGOs/Social Organizations, Oph-
thalmologists, Opticians/Optometrists, and local governments) 
and intersectoral encounters in order to integrate the four sec-
tors in at least four countries in South America.

Once the PELs have been agreed on in each country, the entities 
involved will need to be empowered, on the basis of solid theoretic 
knowledge (for the management of the cycle of cooperation projects 
and primary care in visual health) that will allow them to execute 
quality projects and have the capacity to acquire economic resourc-
es that will make them autonomous and financially sustainable.

The organizations who want to present their proposals for projects 
can do so when there is an open call for proposals. The best four 
projects will be awarded economic support and assessment by the 
Chair and the South American Associated Center - local counter-
part that will have a parallel leadership role in this process of local 
development and participation centered on visual health in South 
America. This aims to offer ongoing monitoring to the entities so 
that the implementation of the actions happens according to the 
specific objectives.

Development Cooperation
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Research
Research by the Chair has three specific goals:

Realize a study on Global Visual Health, with a description of 
the context of health, socioeconomics, gender relations and 
demand for visual health in order to obtain a diagnostic of 
vision care.

Analysis of the populations’ access to visual health care 
through the detection of the conditioning factors and the 
design and application of an accessibility matrix for visual 
health.

Determine the strategic intervention lines through a proposal 
of possible actions to follow based on the Model of Interven-
tion in Visual Health at School.

SAVIM South America: Final Report and Forum

SAVIM South America:

During 2008, the Global Visual Care System (SAVIM) research, al-
ready finished in Central America, was continued for the countries 
of South America. Between April and July, field work was done 
to analyze the determining factors that affect visual care of the 
population in Uruguay, Argentina and Chile adding to the previous 
work done in Colombia, Venezuela, Brazil, Paraguay, Peru, Bolivia 
and Ecuador.

The research (SAVIM) uses the definition of visual health agreed 
to by a research team at the New England College of Optometry 
in Boston in July 2006: “Visual Health is defined as the absence of 
those visual limitations that impede human beings from achiev-
ing a physical, cultural, structural and functional state of social 
wellbeing.”

SAVIM is based on two conditions: 

a) Vision care in many countries and particularly in developing 
countries, is deficient.

b) The difficulty in access to visual health care creates an un-
satisfied demand that leads to a lack of treatment which, in 
the worst cases, will result in avoidable blindness.

Research

COVER OF THE REPORT ON VISUAL HEALTH IN 
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The goal of this project is to determine the deficiencies and relating 
them with the socioeconomic characteristics of each country and 
investigating the causes of the situation.

In this sense we use the hypothesis that the state of visual health 
depends on the all of the institutions, collectives and professionals 
in this sector.

To demonstrate this within the research, 197 key Visual Health in-
formants in the region participated in face to face interviews where 
they facilitated information about the context of visual care in their 
respective countries, answering 339 questionnaires.

As part of the analysis strategy, the research used indicators that were 
produced from closed questions that indicated quantitative variables 
along with open ended questions. The bidirectional analysis of the 
data obtained and the use of problem and objective trees, led to the 
determination of the deficiencies in the access to visual health.

The research team was made up of two people, Laia Ollé and Martha 
Liliana Hernández, under the supervision of Laura Guisasola, co-co-
ordinator of the Chair. In addition, during the analysis and drafting 
phase, the report passed through the hands of the validation team 
of Anna Rius, co-coordinator of the Chair and researchers Sophia 
Lamsiyah and Joaquim Rius. After the process of analysis, the phase 
of drawing conclusions was moderated by Cristina Carles, who is an 
expert in Participatory Methodologies. Once the information was 
compiled the “I Report on Visual Health in South America 2008” went 
through the editing phase where the results were presented and de-
bated at the I South American Visual Health Forum, which was held 
in Bogota on the 13th and 14th of November.

SAVIM Report: Highlights

What comes out of this report is that currently in Latin America 
and the Caribbean, at least two thirds of blindness and visual im-
pairments are due to treatable afflictions (among which we find: 
cataracts, refractive error, glaucoma and diabetic retinopathy). 
This burden of blindness and visual impairment has a higher preva-
lence in populations who are marginalized from the care network 
for economic or geographic causes.

The report has also detected that the complexity of the health 
system which provides service to the population is a major ele-

Research
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ment to keep in mind. The complexity is a result of the lack of 
coordination of the distinct agents implicated and the diversity 
of health problems to deal with on the part of governmental au-
thorities, which results in few Visual Health items being included 
in budgets. However, one positive aspect to highlight is the suc-
cessive inclusion of Visual Health in the policy agenda of South 
American governments in recent years.

These public policies, however, must be directed to guarantee a 
universal and equal coverage of vision care for the population. The 
price of care, the deficit and/or saturation of public services due 
to a lack of personnel in the public care network or the infrastruc-
ture deficit and the geographic distance are obstacles that, either 
individually or cumulatively, the South Americans having the least 
resources must confront. 

The report also shows the advisability of increasing the number 
and quality of public Visual Health training centers.

Forum in Bogota (13th-14th November, 2008)

On the 13th and 14th of November, the UNESCO Chair in Visual 
Health and Development together with the South American As-
sociated Center in Bucaramanga (Colombia), organized the I South 
American Visual Health Forum.

The event was attended by 88 people (all key actors who had been 
interviewed during the field work of the SAVIM study and as such 
co-authors of the results manifested in the study) from 10 coun-
tries in South America: Bolivia, Paraguay, Ecuador, Peru, Venezu-
ela, Colombia, Brazil, Uruguay, Chile and Argentina. The partici-
pants represented different areas related with visual health on the 
continent (government ministries, professional associations, train-
ing centers, members of regional organizations such as the PAHO, 
Pan American Association of Ophthalmology, ALDOO, vision care 
centers, etc…).

At the Forum the results of the study “I Report on Visual Health 
in South America 2008” were presented. Working from the study, 
different working groups developed the following strategic lines of 
action: 

Strategic Recommendation 1: Improve the articulation and 
sustainability of public visual health services.

Research
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Strategic Recommendation 2: Improve the training for visual 
health professionals.

Strategic Recommendation 3: Guarantee visual health as a 
public service with accessible prices.

Strategic Recommendation 4: Decentralize visual health ser-
vices to rural areas and increase coverage.

RE-SAVIM Central America

The 2008 Central America SAVIM consisted of updating and broad-
ening the research on the Central American Visual Health Situation 
that was first done in 2004. Based on a socio-economic study on the 
state of the region of Central America and its impact on health in 
general, it goes on to study the accessibility of visual health services 
for the population in seven countries of the region: Belize, Guate-
mala, El Salvador, Honduras, Nicaragua, Costa Rica and Panama.

The study takes a detailed sample of the visual health actors in 
each country (professionals, educational institutions, care centers, 
NGOs and public institutions) with the goal of knowing the state 
of the visual health sector and its evolution in respect to 2004, 
centering on a diagnosis of the economic, geographic, cultural and 
gender barriers to visual health access. Starting from the results 
of the 2004 study, the 2008 Central America SAVIM will be able 
to make a comparison between the previous results and see the 
evolution of visual health in the region, at the same time evaluat-
ing the results of the previous Strategic Plan which was elaborated 
at the I Central American Forum in Visual Health.

Finally, the results of the research will be presented at the II Central 
American Forum in Visual Health (2009), where the Strategic Plan for 
Visual Health in Central America for 2009 to 2013 will be debated.

Formation of the VERAS Researchers Network

During the 28th and 29th of July a meeting to form the VERAS 
Researchers Network was held in Fort Lauderdale (Miami) at Nova 
Southeastern University, home of the Chair’s North America As-
sociated Center.

The research goal of this group is to analyze the results of the 
VERAS cooperation projects in order to improve visual health for 
schoolchildren in developing countries according to the criteria of 

Research
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sustainability, local empowerment and gender equality.

The members of this new researchers network, coordinated by the 
UNESCO Chair in Visual Health, come from the existing Unescovi-
sion researchers network, and are at the following universities:

Anna Rius and Laura Guisasola from the UNESCO Chair in 
Visual Health and Development (Universidad Politécnica de 
Catalunya)

Astrid Villalobos form the Central American Associated Center 
at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of El Salvador

Janet Leasher from the North American Associated Center at 
Nova Southeastern University

Wendy Marsh-Tootle and Marcella Frazier from the University 
of Alabama in Birmingham

Bruce Moore and Erik Weissberg from the New England Col-
lege of Optometry

WHO: The Global Burden of Disease

Janet Leasher, director of the North American Associated Center 
at Nova Southeastern University in Fort Lauderdale (FL), has been 
elected as a member of the Vision and Hearing Loss Group, one of 
the groups of researchers that forms part of the Global Burden of 
Disease, Injuries and Risk Factors Study of the World Health Or-
ganization (WHO), the controlling and coordinating authority for 
health action in the United Nations system.

This group, which is directed by Catherine Michaud, a noted re-
searcher at the School of Public Health at Harvard, does epide-
miologic estimates related with the goals of the Global Burden of 
Disease (GBD) analysis for global disease, injuries and risk factors.

The GBD is a prestigious study, at the international level, which aims 
to evaluate and estimate the importance and consequences of cer-
tain illnesses in peoples’ lives and in society. These measurements 
give a special relevance to the conditions which affect human, eco-
nomic, social and cultural development. This study aims to influence 
the international agenda of governments so that new policies are 
included and resources to lessen or resolve, as much as possible, the 
burden of disease and disability and to improve the quality of life.

Research
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The area of research that Dr. Leasher is working on is innovative, 
as it will be the first time that the influence of the loss of vision 
and hearing has on quality of life and development of individuals 
and society will be evaluated by an international organization such 
as the WHO.

1st Study on the impact of the sensitization campaign “Yo qui-
ero ver bien para tener un futuro mejor” in Central America.

The first part of the study on the impact of the VERAS campaign 
was finalized on March 31st, 2008.

The study has the goal of measuring the degree of integration 
that the study has had with fathers, mothers and schoolchildren 
through the acquired visual health knowledge, beliefs, attitudes 
and practices.

The research is being done in 14 municipalities in the department of La 
Libertad (El Salvador), where the VERAS study was initiated this year.

The technique employed will consist of interviewing the parents, 
schoolchildren and teachers selected for the sample twice. The first 
interview will be done prior to capacity building and sensitization 
workshops for the project and the second will be done after. This is 
how we will analyze if the VERAS campaign is effective and arrives 
to the targeted public as planned.

New Research Lines

In 2008, as part of the Master in Public Health program they were 
studying in, the directors of the Chair have initiated two doctoral 
studies. These were proposed in response to the fact that visu-
al health has rarely been treated from the perspective of public 
health, which has meant an absence of important data for inci-
dence and prevalence of refractive error and ocular pathologies. 
Both lines of doctoral studies plan to work in this area, treating 
epidemiology of vision from a social perspective to seek possible 
associations between visual health, social class and gender.

*Social Epidemiology of Visual Impairment and Blindness in Spain.

*Visual Health Study in a sample of the active working population 
in Catalonia.

Research
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Sensitization
For the Chair and the Observatory, sensitization is essential for the 
development of values and attitudes which can favor social change. 
We carry out different campaigns and projects with the goal that 
knowledge produces reflection and a critical analysis of reality.

Our projects aim to sensitize about the importance of a correct 
visual health in order to develop both individuals and collectives, 
as well as raise awareness about the difficulties in accessing visual 
health in our country as well as in developing countries.

This year we continued with previous educational projects such as 
the workshops for children, seminars and the exposition “An opti-
cal illusion is an optical truth” and we realized a new sensitization 
activity: World Sight Day.

Workshops for Children

The proposal of Workshops for Children is directed to the sensiti-
zation of schoolchildren about visual impairment, to raise aware-
ness about visual health habits and to reflect on the global state 
of visual health. A series of activities were designed that reinforce 
each of these three areas: “What happens when we can’t see?”, 
“How can I take care of my vision?” and “What about other parts 
of the world?”. The workshops have been designed and produced 
by the company Paités.

During 2008, the workshops were done in 9 schools, 6 of which 
were in Barcelona and one each in Mataró, Terrassa and Cerdan-
yola with a total of 220 children sensitized:

February 2008………..... C.E.I.P. Calderón de la Barca, Barcelona 
March 2008………......... C.E.I.P. Palma de Mallorca, Barcelona 
March-April 2008…..... C.E.I.P. El Turó, Barcelona 
May 2008……................ CC Casa Groga, Barcelona 
June 2008……............... CC La Sedeta, Barcelona 
September 2008…....... CC San Agustí, Barcelona 
October 2008……......... CEIP Laboure, Barcelona 
November 2008…........ CEIP Collserola, Cerdanyola 
November 2008…........ CEIP Àngela Bransuela, Mataró

Seminar on Vision and School

The following seminars took place in 2008:

Sensitization

SENSITIZATION WORKSHOP



Annual Report 200820

1 seminar for parents at CEIP Calderón de la Barca de Barcelona, 1 
seminar for teachers at CEIP Collserola, Cerdanyola and 1 seminar 
for teachers at CEIP Ángela Bransuela in Mataró.

We estimate that a total of 90 people attended the seminars this 
year.

World Sight Day 

The UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and Development and the Vi-
sual Health Observatory, as members of the V2020 program, have 
started a new sensitization project to invite all the visual health 
actors to participate in the celebration of World Sight Day for the 
first time in our country and parallely initiated the work to contrib-
ute to the creation of a national V2020 committee which will offer, 
execute and promote sustainability for the Vision 2020 goals.

V2020 is a global initiative created by the World Health Organiza-
tion (WHO) and the International Agency for the Prevention of 
Blindness (IAPB).

The goal of World Sight Day is to sensitize the public around the 
world about the importance of prevention and treatment for vision 
loss.

Current studies estimate that 180 million people on the planet suf-
fer from visual impairment of which 45 million are blind. Due to 
demographic growth and aging, these numbers will have doubled 
by 2020. In addition, more than two thirds of blindness is caused by 
preventable or curable ocular conditions.

We developed educational and promotional material, consisting of 
a children’s story, a game CD and a publicity campaign, all of which 
were distributed free to collaborators who participated in the cam-
paign by realizing an action during this day.

Educational and Promotional Materials

This year, as support material for World Sight Day, we published a 
children’s story and game CD which was designed by a professional 
team made up by the illustrator Arnal Ballester, who recently was 
awarded Spain’s National Illustrator Prize, the game company Pai-
tés and the multimedia company Sanromà&Ors, in collaboration 
with the faculty of the University School of Optics and Optometry 

Sensitization

SEMINAR FOR PARENTS AT THE CALDERÓN DE 
LA BARCA PRIMARY SCHOOL IN BARCELONA
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of Terrassa at the UPC (EUOOT). 

Game CD
The CD, titled “Eye Game”, is an interactive game that proposes 
different situations where the players’ ability is crucial to succeed 
as they have different visual traps that need to be solved. Whether 
successful or not, the player receives a message on the screen, ei-
ther positive or negative, with data on vision problems in the world. 
The goal of the game is to raise awareness about the right to sight 
and the importance of visual health. “Eye Game” can be played 
on the web page http://www.sanroma-ors.com/UNESCO/joc_ulls.
html.

Children’s story
El cuento gira alrededor del mismo diseño gráfico que propone el 
CD con un argumento muy sencillo basado en el estilo de relatar 
historias de los indios americanos. El relato habla de un niño o niña 
que nace ciego, y que, aunque sea por una vez, quiere ver las coses 
que hay en el mundo. El cuento tiene un final esperanzador y se 
puede leer en la web http://redunescovision.googlepages.com/el-
rboldelosojos.rar

Publicity campaign
As far as promotional material, we would like to highlight the work 
of the publicity agency Publicis Life Brands which, pro bono, made 
a television announcement that appeared with a series of writ-
ten messages which gradually disappear and are replaced by the 
same message written in Braille, with information about the state 
of visual health in the world. The spot is 35 seconds long and was 
broadcast on different stations on the 9th of October, including 
TVE 1 and 2, la Sexta, Canal 3/24 and Tele Madrid.

The same company also designed a print announcement to be pub-
lished in print media as well as a street campaign that consisted of 
covering famous monuments or buildings in different cities with 
the slogan: “If everybody can’t see it, today nobody should see it”. 
An example can be found at: http://diamundialdelavision.blogspot.
com/2008/10/materiales-para-la-campaa-publicitaria.html

Paticipation
The participation by visual health actors in this campaign as well as 
the quality, variety and geographic diversity of activities was opti-
mum, especially when considering that this was the first edition of 
the event in our country.

Sensitization

IMAGE FROM THE CAMPAIGN

GRAPHIC INTERFACE ON THE CD

WORLD SIGHT DAY
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The day was celebrated by Ophthalmologists, Optometrists, Stu-
dents and Organizations dedicated to vision problems in Navarra, 
Madrid, Barcelona, Almería, Asturias, Cerdanyola, Terrassa and Sant 
Sadurní.

Participants in Spain: UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and Devel-
opment, Visual Health Observatory, FEDAO, Visión y Vida, UNESCO 
Center for Catalunya, Centre Universitari de la Visió, Escola Univer-
sitaria d’Òptica i Optometria (EUOOT/UPC), Institut Oftalmològic 
de Barcelona, Vissum-Instituto Oftalmológico de Almería, Centre 
Oftalmològic Barraquer, Visión Mundi, Òptics pel Món, Associació 
Catalana de Cecs i Disminuïts Visuals, Ulls del Món, Fundación Ret-
ina España, Asociación Asturiana de Retinosis Pigmentaria, Fun-
daluce, FARPE, Asociación Navarra de Retinosis Pigmentaria, Creu 
Roja Cerdanyola, Associació d’afectats per Retinosis Pigmentària 
a Catalunya, , Ulloa Ópticos, Óptica Sant Sadurní, Acudim, Óptica 
Bassol-Barcelona.

Agenda: The agenda for World Sight day was based on actions 
programmed by the different organizations or institutions and 
consisted of simultaneous activities in the whole country including 
free vision training in ophthalmology institutes, talks, expositions, 
projections of short films, informational booths, Braille classes, 
etc… Activities can be found at the blog:
http://diamundialdelavision.blogspot.com

CSR

CSR guide for visual health professionals and small and me-
dium businesses.

The Chair and the Visual Health Observatory have designed a Cor-
porate Social Responsibility guide. This document is a self evaluation 
tool for visual health professionals and businesses in order for them 
to improve their activity in line with socially responsible behavior 
and aligning the principles and values of each organization to their 
existing code of ethics and facilitating a self evaluation of business 
management in economic, environmental and social areas.
As such, the CSR indicators have been created as learning and 
evaluation tools for company management in relation to good CSR 
practices, strategic planning and monitoring or control of the gen-
eral development of a business. It is essentially a self evaluation 
and learning tool for internal use in order to do a diagnostic of the 
current situation and establish goals and to plan for improvement.

Sensitization

CSR PROTOCOL
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The guide has been published as a book and also on the web in 
order to make it more accessible for professionals and small and 
medium businesses in the visual health sector.

Workshop exchange of experiences for visual health CSR   

In October of 2008, the UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and Devel-
opment together with the Societat del Coneixement del Ajunta-
ment de Terrassa initiated a workshop to exchange experiences in 
CSR in the visual health sector.

The workshop is based on a session where different companies 
expressed and interchanged experiences in CSR with the goal of 
learning about alternatives for making their work more socially re-
sponsible.

After completing the CSR protocol created by the Chair and com-
piling a report with the results of the 20 companies and profes-
sionals who participated, it was proposed that a session be held to 
highlight the best practices of each participant.

The participation by the Ajuntament de Terrassa, as well as the 
businesspeople from the CECOT was vital to the success of the 
workshop as they facilitated contacts and participation.

Sensitization
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Education:
Training is key for the Chair due to its university nature and the 
educational values of UNESCO.

From this starting point, programs are designed with the goal of 
raising awareness about humanistic and social aspects centered 
in the area of visual health and development and development 
cooperation, for regulated as well as unregulated education.

The UNESCO Chair, as a unit of the UPC, offers the online class 
of Visual Health and Development each academic year. The class 
can be taken through the Intercampus Platform from any Catalan 
public university and also as an elective credit for students of the 
UPC. The total number of students enrolled for both options was 
60 for 2008. To facilitate the adoption of the course, the con-
tents have been published on an interactive CD-ROM and also as 
a book (Visual Health and Development) and both are in English 
and Spanish.

The course is also being taught, also online, at the North Ameri-
can Associated Center at Nova Southeastern University and as 
integrated content in the Optometry program at the University 
of Santo Tomás de Bucaramanga, site of the South American As-
sociated Center in Colombia.

The 12 universities that form the Unescovision Network continue 
to offer contents from the course in a wide variety of formats 
that range from seminars and conferences to transversal integra-
tion of the contents in the Visual Health curriculum.

Introduction of the area of Visual Health to degree programs 
at the Faculty of Medicine of the University of El Salvador:

The Chair and the Central American Associated Center, through 
their research work in the region, detected the need to incorpo-
rate visual health training in the curriculum of higher education 
health studies.

The reason for this conclusion comes from the observation that 
public centers offering visual health are usually limited to na-
tional hospitals. If we contemplate the fact that these centers 
are not sufficient, in the majority of cases they do not have a 
specialist but rather general practitioners who are overworked, in 

Education
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addition to the fact that a majority of patients must travel a large 
distance for the visit.

As a result, providing generalists and other visual health profes-
sionals with training in primary vision care can be a solution to 
the existing deficit of specialists. This reality is not reflected in 
curriculums and introducing primary vision care and basic train-
ing on ocular pathology in general medicine studies is of vital 
importance to this region.

During 2008 we detected the needs and began to work on devel-
oping this project.

Training in development cooperation for visual health actors:

The Central American Associated Center has completed a study, 
based on interviews, of the training needs of the visual health ac-
tors in Central America. The study highlights the need for training 
in cooperation for the NGOs of the sector.

This fact raises the need to introduce a Diploma in Cooperation 
in the country, with the project beginning in 2008 and full imple-
mentation expected during 2009.

Continuing Education in Central America:

For 2008 we can highlight the importance of continuing educa-
tion which is being done in Central America, within the VERAS 
project, at regional level with the courses for nurses and teachers 
or the course being given on Low Vision by Eulalia Sánchez, a 
professor from the UPC.

The first capacity building of the year was a training for local 
trainers who sensitize and train the teachers and health promot-
ers in La Libertad and Chalatenango. The training is based on the 
importance of visual health and focuses on the operation of the 
VERAS project.

This training for trainers was attended by 40 health and educa-
tion professionals, mainly pedagogic assessors and nurses, as well 
as managers from the central and departmental ministries.

In the months of March and April, 800 workers from the Ministry 
of Education and Health were trained at the local trainings in La 
Libertad and Chalatenango.

Education

INVITATION
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Communication
New technologies and the web 2.0

Recognizing that good communication is very important for an 
efficient organization, the Chair and the Observatory have been 
working on the use and expansion of this resource.

We continue to publish the blog at: http://saludvisualydesar-
rollo.blogspot.com and this year we created a blog dedicated to 
the World Sight Day campaign at: http://diamundialdelavision.
blogspot.com.

We have also been working on new social networks for both 
photography and video, using the more well known sites such as 
Youtube for videos http://es.youtube.com/unescovision, Flickr for 
photo albums http://www.flickr.com/photos/diamundialdelavi-
sion as well as a group on the famous Facebook social network: 
http://www.facebook.com/profile.php?id=1269285198#/group.
php?gid=31308271496&ref=ts.

By doing this we aim to create a favorable atmosphere for inno-
vation in the day to day operations and work with our members 
and/or contact people who may be interested in supporting our 
projects and activities. Our goal is to use the web and virtual 
communities as a tool for social transformation.

These new technologies have allowed us to release the previously 
mentioned educational materials- game CD and children’s story- 
not only in a physical form for visual health actors who partici-
pated in the Global Sight Day campaign, but also internationally 
to the general public.

Participation at Congresses and International Events

February 2008:
Forum about Integración de las Escuelas Españolas en los procesos 
educativos optométricos latinoamericanos y globales, organized 
by the Latin American Association of Programs and Faculties of 
Optometry (ALDEFO), as an parallel act to the 20th International 
Congress of Optometry, Contactology and Ophthalmic Optics 
celebrated in Madrid the 29th of February to the 2nd of March 
2008.

Communication



Annual Report 200827

April 2008:
Janet Leasher “Second World Congress on Optometric Globaliza-
tion”—‘Visual Health and Development: Is there a link?’ London, UK.

May 2008:
Anna Rius, Janet Leasher, Bruce Moore, Natalia Colomé and Astrid Vil-
lalobos presented a scientific poster at the Association for Research 
in Vision and Ophthalmology (ARVO) titled ‘Project VERAS! Piloting 
Cooperation for Development in Vision Care in Central America’.

August 2008:
Eighth General Assembly of the IAPB; Anna Rius, Laura Guisasola 
and Janet Leasher ‘VERAS – educating for visual health to im-
prove vision in children’; Dr. Marcela Frazier, member of the VE-
RAS research team of the University of Alabama at Birmingham 
presented the results of the VERAS project in Nicaragua.

Octubre de 2008:
Leasher realiza una presentación oral titulada: Proyecto VERÁS: Piloting 
Cooperation for Development in Central America en el encuentro de la 
asociación American Public Health Association en San Diego, California.

October 2008:
Leasher presented a paper titled Proyecto VERÁS: Piloting Coop-
eration for Development in Central America at the meeting of the 
American Public Health Association in San Diego, California

November 2008:
South American SAVIM Forum in Bogota Colombia and the re-
lease of the report on visual health in South America 2008

November 2008:
IV Congress University and Development Cooperation, conference 
by Anna Rius Ulldemolins ‘Programa piloto de formación de estu-
diantes de Medicina y Ciencias de la Salud en Atención Primaria 
en SV en Centroamérica’.

November 2008:
Intensive week of Phoenix-EM Master Dynamics of Health and 
Welfare. Conferencia de Laura Guisasola: NGO’s and sustainable 
development: The credibility of action.

November 2008:
Anna Rius participated in the workshop for European universities 
and optical sector companies organized by the EUOOT in Terrassa: 
08 European workshop of Optometry Schools.

Communication
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Press Coverage:

In 2008 our projects were covered in some media outlets, mostly 
due to World Sight Day, an event that provided an opportunity for 
visual health to appear in the press, radio and television, with a fo-
cus on developing countries and the importance of sensitization.
We were covered in the following:

Online media:

Asturiana de retinosis
www.retinosis.org/?p=372

Col.legi oficial òptics i optometristes
www.coooc.org/noticia.asp?id_noticia=62

Solucionesong
zonaong.canalsolidari.org/notas_prensa/detalle/?id=831

Portales médicos
www.portalesmedicos.com/noticias/dia_mundial_vision_080722.htm

Ver y Oír
www.puntex.es/veryoir/228/VyO228notis.pdf

Ulloa Ópticos
www.ulloaoptico.es/eventos.html

El periódico
www.elperiodicomediterraneo.com/noticias/noticia.asp?pkid=412648

Que.es
www.que.es/actualidad/sociedad/no-vemos-tres-en-un-burro.html

Europa press
www.europapress.es/salud/noticia-mundo-hay-37-millones-
ciegos-124-millones-personas-deficiencias-visuales-oms-
20081013123737.html

ADN.es
www.adn.es/fotos/20071018/PGL-0001-Fotogaleria-dia/ADNI-
MA20081008_2922.html

Diario metro 
www.diariometro.es/es/article/efe/2008/10/08/695999/index.
xml?print=1

Communication
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Communication

Print Media

Almería Actualidad
La voz Almería
Puntex Médico
Informaciones Oftalmológicas
Ver y Oír
Diario de Terrassa
La Provincia- diario de Las Palmas
Diario Mediterraneo de Castellón
Informacions de la UPC

Radio

Onda Mar
COPE Almería
Canal Sur Radio
Radiooeste.net
http://podcast.retinosis.org/mp3/com_93.mp3Ràdio
Ràdio Terrassa
Catalunya Ràdio
COM-Ràdio
RNE-5 todo Notícias
RKB

Television

BTV: “Hola Barcelona” y “Infonit”
Popular TV Almería
Canal Terrassa
La Sexta
TVE 1
TVE 2
Canal 3-24
Telemadrid
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New and Future Projects
UNESCO Chair Visual Health and Development and Visual 
Health Observatory

Cooperation

New for the area of cooperation will be a change in the method 
used up until now as local entities in South and Central America 
will formulate projects through a grant program. The entities will 
be trained in project design, finance methods and management in 
order to provide them with the empowerment so that they will be 
able to carry out the complete project cycle.

Sensitization

We will consolidate World Sight Day with the 2009 edition dedi-
cated to the theme of gender as well as the creation of a Spanish 
V2020 national committee, which currently does not exist.

Education

This year we will design and implement the Public Health and Epi-
demiology course which will be integrated with the Master in Op-
tometry and Vision Sciences at the University School of Optics 
and Optometry of Terrassa (EUOOT). It will be an elective worth 
4.5 ECTS credits.

North American Associated Center

EOver 2009, the center plans to continue projects which were 
started in 2008 and support the SAVIM research and release the 
results in North America and introduce a CSR project in the United 
States. It will also support the group of researchers working on the 
VERAS results and the resulting publications.

The center also plans to support the start of the VERAS! Project 
in Costa Rica.

Another new project will support the IAPB V2020 program in set-
ting up the program in the United States and Canada.

New and Future Projects
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South American Associated Center

Cooperation

The plans for 2009, based on the South American forum and the 
SAVIM report, is to start the Regional Strategic Plan by promoting 
networked projects formed by the groups who will develop the 
strategic lines that were agreed to in Bogota in November 2008 
and which will result in future cooperation projects.

Strategic Plans

In order to produce Strategic Plans at the local level, the center 
will coordinate in each country. The first action will be to hold 
meetings with local actors at the sectoral level. There will be four 
separate meetings in each country for each of the following four 
sectors: NGOs and Social Organizations, Ophthalmologists, Opti-
cians/Optometrists and local governments. Then the four sectors 
will be integrated at national level meetings (in at least 4 of the 
10 countries).

The entities involved in this process will be provided with the tools 
to execute their local strategic plans. These tools will consists of 
courses, assessment and educational materials with the goal of 
training them in the design, execution and evaluation of small 
scale development cooperation projects. The goal is to empower 
the groups with a solid base of theoretical knowledge that will 
allow them to execute quality projects and acquire the economic 
resources needed to make the projects autonomous and finan-
cially sustainable.

Central American Associated Center

Cooperation

Consolidation and expansion of the VERAS Project to new depart-
ments II Strategic Plan for Visual Health in Central America.

Sensitization

Strengthening of the National V2020 Committees.

Research

Central America Forum in June 2009.

New and Future Projects
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Education

The center plans to continue specialized and continuing education 
and capacity building for health and teaching personnel in the 
departments where the VERAS Project is being developed.

The center will monitor the Degree in Optometry that was approved.

The center will work on the creation of the Diploma in Cooperation 
in El Salvador.

New and Future Projects
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Financial Information
The UNESCO Chair in Visual Health and Development and the Vi-
sual Health Observatory have realized the activities described in 
this report with the economic support of the following public 
administrations and financial entities:

Expenditures:

Unesco Chair Visual Health And Development (€) Grant

Generalitat de Catalunya (DuiE)

Visual Health Observatory (€) Grant

CCD Cooperación (VERAS II)

Ajuntament de Terrassa - Soc. Coneixement

FM-UES

Universidad Santo Tomás (South American Associated Center)

36.000

12.000

10.735,92

16.240

4.500

20.000

Universidad Nova Southeastern (North American Associated Center)

89.870

32.000

Total Chair

Universidad Politécnica de Catalunya 94.029,94

12.000

6.002,88

333.378,74

Total income Chair and Observatory 540.306,31

Ajuntament de Barcelona - Investigació SAVIM

ACCD Generalitat de Catalunya - Cooperació

ACCD Generalitat de Catalunya - Universitats 2008

ACCD Sensibilización

ACCD Sensibilización

AECID PCI 2008  (A)

AECID PCI 2008  (D)

98.000

73.000

9.927,57

26.000

Total Observatory 206.927,57

Ajuntament de Cerdanyola - FCC - Cooperació

Concept (€)

Research Programs

Development Cooperation Projects

Sensitization Projects

General Costs

125.910,48

260.603,56

Total 540.306,31

Education Programs 23.507,48

61.305,98

68.978,80

Financial Information
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Balance:

Historic Evolution:

Historic Graphic:

Financial Information
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Contact
Cátedra UNESCO Salud Visual y Desarrollo
Observatorio de la Salud Visual
Universitat Politècnica de Catalunya
C/ Violinista Vellsolà, 37 (08222)
Terrassa (Barcelona) España
Tlf.: +34 937398913
Fax.:+34 937398301
Web: http://www.unescovision.org
Blog: http://saludvisualydesarrollo.blogspot.com
Email: unescovision@upc.edu

Coordinators:
Laura Guisasola València (guisasola@oo.upc.edu)
Anna Rius Ulldemolins (arius@euot.upc.edu)
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